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Revenue. 

'Mooltan Settlement Report.) 

[T5 orietli Ultimo, from, Ceimmissioiicr Mooltau, to Finan¬ 
cial Commissioner. 

ITo. 29 of 2tth Pub. 1859 from Mr. J, FI. Morris Settlement 
Officer to Commissioner Moottau. 

t Appendices A to J, 21 Statements, and one Map. 

The report reached me on the 18th ultimo. 


I have the honor to for¬ 
ward the Settlement Re¬ 
port* of the Mooltan Dis¬ 
trict, with enclosures and 
map noted in the Margin.f 


2.— The professional survey was conducted by Lieutenant C. F. 

Anderson in 1856 and 1857, hut the maps have not 

Survey. 

yet been issued. 


3.— The settlement has been conducted by Mr. J. Morris: be 
broke ground in February 1855, and made bis report 

Regular Settlement. ' 

in February 1859, when he left tor Lurope. A con¬ 
siderable amount of detail was left to be disposed of under the superinten¬ 
dence of Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton the Commissioner, who, as an old 
District officer, knew the District well, has maintained a close super • 
vidon throughout, and now furnishes a report. All the appeals to this 
office have now been disposed of, and operations of every kind have 
come to a conclusion. 


4.— The district is situated at the southern extremity of the 
Baree Doab, between the rivers Sutlej, Ravee, and 

Physical features. 

Cheenab. A small portion of one Tehseel lies across 
the Ravee in the Rechnab Doab, having been detached since the first Sum- 
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mary Settlement from the Jhung district. It embraces an area of 5S66 
square miles, much of which is barren and waste, and is divided into five* 

Tehseels, three on the Cheenab, and two on the Sut- 
sl'oiatxJ.' lej. It contains one city of note, Mooltan, which has 

Myisee! no doubt a great destiny before it, and will be to 

Serai Sidtlhoo. 

Western, what Allahabad is to Eastern India. At this 
point the Railway w ill terminate, and the River Steam communication 
commence. 

5. — When Maharajah Runjeet Sing succeeded in expelling the 

Mahomedan Nawabs, who in the decadence of the 
f ovmer Fiscal uisiory. Empire made themselves independent of Delhie, the 
whole of this district came under the enlightened 
rule of Deewan Sawun Mul, frcm whose time all fiscal arrangements 
date. When his son Moolraj rebelled, and was taken prisoner, a sum¬ 
mary Settlement was made in 1S49 by Mr. Edgeworth and Lieutenant 
H. James. This lasted to 1854, and was very unequal. It was 
succeeded by a second Summary Settlement, conducted by the Deputy 
Commissioners Mr. Henderson and Major Hamilton, which granted, some 
reduction, and has worked fairly. This lasted till 1S5S, when Mr. Morris’ 
new assessment came into force, which it is proposed to continue for (10) 

ten Years. 

* 

6. — For purposes of assessment three Chuks, or natural topogra¬ 

phical division, were formed, with more or less preci- 

Clu.ks. _ i-p; J 

sion in each Tehseel: 

I Sylaha— low lands, subject to the influence of the River. 

II Highlands—or Bar. 

Ill Int ermediate. 

It appears that classes were adopted in two Tehseels, owing to 
the varying character opposition of the villages. 


7.— The result of the Settlement is a very considerable reduc¬ 
tion, about eighteen per cent. The Commissioner 

Fiscal Reaulfcg. 

thinks that the reduction is more than was necessary 
however, under the peculiar circumstances of the district, it is a fault on 
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the right side ; the reasons for fixing a light assessment are given in Mr. 
Morris’ report, and are as follows :— 

I. Absence of trade. II. Want of markets. III. Inferiority of soil. 
IV. Variable nature of River irrigation. V. Prevalence of nomad tribes. 
VL Uncertainty and insufficiency of canals. VII. Scantiness of popu¬ 
lation, and emigrations to Buhawlpore. VIII. Low value of property. IX. 
Fixedness of new jumas. X. Amount of land lately abandoned. 

Now all these evils, with the exception of the fourth, may be 
expected gradually to lose their force or cease altogether. The former 
juma stood at Its. 5,79,000, and is now reduced to Rs. 4,70,000. 


8.—Irrigation is everything to this District : the difference of 
quality of soil counts for nothing—the difference of 

Irrigation. 

mode of irrigation is ofimportance. There are generally 
three kinds I, Sylab, or flood of Rivers ; II, Inundation Canals or cuts 
from the rivers ; III, Walls. Those lands which enjoy a combination of 
both are most highly assessed, as the Spring crop is secured by the wells, 
whilethe Autumn crop derives advantage from the flood of the canals, 
the waters of which are either introduced at a level, or what is technically 
called “ Puggo,” or lifted up by the Persian wheels called “ Jhulars.” 

9.—Many of the crops produced are first class, such as Indigo, 
Sugar, and Cotton ; no less than 48,000 be^ahs pro- 

Cropa and Cultivators. ' .. ‘ 

duce Indigo, and the unlimited extension of that pro¬ 
duct depends only on the canals. More than ten thousand maunds is the 
annual outturn. The cultivating classes are generally inferior : the Ma- 
homedan Juts, who are the ancestral landowners, have been depressed by 
an inroad of Puthans., and Syuds, idle, needy, and unskilful. In some 
quarters rich and enterprizing castes have introduced themselves, and to 
them the District is mainly indebted for its ferrilit y. 

10.—The jumas were readily accepted, there have been no farms, 
and no abandonment of leases. Attention was paid to 

Ratos. L 

the subject of appointing Lumberdars, and the princi¬ 
ple, which guided Mr, Morris is correct. They are perhaps too numer¬ 
ous and their number must be gradually reduced: each owner of a well 
woukfprefer paying his revenue direct, 
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The rates of assessment fall as follows per acre : 



On Cultivation 

On assessable 

On total 




area. 


area. 

Mooltan,. 

..11 

3 

0 6 

5 

0 4 11 

Shoojabad,.. .. 

... 1 14 

7 

0 13 

2 

0 9 9 

T.ndran. 

... 1 2 

3 

0 6 

4 

0 4 4 

Mvlsee,, ...... 

... 0 13 

1 

0 4 

3 

0 2 9 

Serai Siddhoo,. 

... 0 11 

3 

0 3 

4 

0 2 9. 

11,—Great pains were, taken 

in preparing and attesting the Khe- 

K he writ and Record, 

wut i and 

owing 

to the complication 

of tenur es 


the task was unusually diffieult. The Putwaries were 


employed in the measurements, and annual papers will this year be filed. 
The settlement record lias been prepared on a reduced and simplified mo - 
del, for which improvement Mr. Morris deserves great credit. All Reve¬ 
nue freeholdings have been disposed of. 

12.—The Commissioner and Mr. Morris differ on the mode of 
settling the extensive Sylaba land. Mr. Morris, in 

Treatment of Sylalia lands. 

obedience to the positive orders of Mr. Mcleod sup¬ 
ported by the opinion of Sir J. Lawrence, has assessed the whole at low 
rates, so as to secure the Collection in ordinary seasons, subject to the 
usual relief granted oy the rules regarding diluvian. Mr. Morris has also 
provided a certain scale of roductions in case of a general failure of the 
flood. The Commissioner, on the other hand, would have maintained 
the system introduced at the second Summary Settlement of annual mea¬ 
surements of the whole tract, and assessment at certain rates. The reason 
for this is, that the outturn of these lands is, iu the opinion of the Com¬ 
missioner so variable, that no assessment can in some years be paid, while 
in other years the profit to the landowner is enormous. Mr. Morris dis¬ 
tinctly records his opinion, that the Sylab lands are not so variable as to 
prevent a light juma being paid, and he has accordingly assessed the 
whole. 

Id.—Amidst the conflict of opinions of local officers, with consi¬ 
derable ability and experience on both sides, I rejoice 

Advantago of course adopt- 

ed - that a plan has been adopted, which is consistent with 

what, in my opinion, is the only expedient course. It is true that we may in 
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some years lose revenue, but the loss is a gain to the material interests of 
ther people, if that revenue were only to be attained by annual measure, 
ments on a gigantic scale, with all the attendant inconvenience, and mal¬ 
practices. It is true that Mr. Morris' expedient of remission is but a half 
measure, but he remarks with justice, that the experience of'the last ten- 
vears has not shown much variation in the collections, and after all much 
must be left to the judgment of the District officer. At any rate for the 
term of this settlement let us give the system a trial. It is early to seek 
finality in the revenue arrangements of a newly conqueredrcountry With 
regard to the question of Diluvian and Alluvion general rules are now 
under consideration. 

14. —Another question of interest, on which the Commissioner 

holds very decided opinions, is the alleged absence in 

Nature of Tenure*. 

this District of Village communities, which would jus¬ 
tify the enforcement of our village system of revenue administration. This 
is a very important subject ; any divergence from fixed principles at this pe¬ 
riod would leave a permanent trace, and hamper the Deputy Commissioner 
.in his collections. Mr. Morris classes his villages in the well known fami¬ 
lies ofZemindaree, and Byachara,—sometimes a little complicated from the 
changes of possession, but still maintaining the chief characteristics. I am 
glad to find that along the rivers, where population and cultivation have 
attained a degree cf permanence, “ common land” exsists, and regular com¬ 
munities : here we have thus proof, that there is nothing in the physical 
features of^Ye country, or itr Ake- customs of the people, to render this 
•development impossible. 

15. —As we retire from the the River and approach the Bar, or 

barren dorsal ridge, we lose all trace of these communi- 

SoaUered well*, 

ties. Each well has its separate owner unconnected 
with its neighbour,—often a separate hamlet or hut, with no common land, 
interests, or homestead, no ties of race, religion, or kindred. But this is 
just what we should expect : these people are the pioneers of civilization, 
the squatters in the primeval forest. Gradually, however, the ramparts of 
a municipality will be formed round them ; we have now given them 
a defined village area, and a joint property in the jungle, to the exclusion 
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of others. The owners of patches and wells are represented by head¬ 
men ; the ties of fellowship and mutual advantage will draw them to¬ 
gether J the law of joint responsibility will bring with it the right of pre¬ 
emption. As cultivation, population, and wealth extend, these infant 
communities will develop themselves on one of the well known types—per¬ 
haps streaked hv some local peculiarities. ‘ Such has been the mode by 
which in the old settled tracts ef the Gangelic valley, the village commu¬ 
nity has come into existence, and by an innate vitality has survived empires 
and dynasties. . 

1G. —Mr. Morris has carefully described and defined the Chuk- 
davee tenure, and the nature of that heritable and 

Cbuckciare. 

transferable property called *• Kussoor.” If we look 
below the surface of tilings, and are not blinded by names, there is no¬ 
thing new, or strange, in this incident of the ordinal y tenures. Property, 
labour, and capital are the three great instruments of civilization. Some 
few combine the three attributes,—possess their land, till it with their 
strong arm and have a suffic ient surplus stock to supply tho capital to 
buy seed, and oxen, sink wells, and keep them in gear. In other cases, 
where wealth lias accumulated, we find property and capital united, ami 
labor invited In the form of the cultivator, who is located on the state 
of the rich landowner. Butin districts, where property has been shak¬ 
en. and landowners impoverished, capital has to be enticed by the offer 
of interest, a share of the property, or a share of the net profits. In Eng.' 
land large sums are borrowed for the purpose oi dramax^ mid ejecting 
farm buildings : the loan is paid by a rent chaige fixed on the land, so 
nrrjUsteci, mat in trie course of a period, not only is the interest paid, blit a 
sinking fund is formed, by which the whole debt is gradually paid off. 

17 ,— In Mooltan a permanent encumbrance is fixed on the es¬ 
tate, or a permanent alienation takes place of a por- 

Nature of Huq Ku<sOnr. 

tir n of the soil. Capital makes its own terms. It 
may.be that the piopvietor still cultivates his acres, and pays a rent charge 
to the capitalist, wdio lias sunk his well ; or, the capitalist himself culti¬ 
vates by his own oxen, or his own cultivators,' and pays a quit rent to the 
proprietor, now no longer enjoying the right o! cultivation, or the right ef 
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management. In the first case the Zemindar is the Malgoozar, and the 
“ KUssoor-khwah' - ’ is nothing but a mortgagee annuitant • in the latter, 
the Kussoor khwah” is the Malgoozar, and the Zemindar is a Talooqah- 
dar. But this incident of impoverished property does not affect the original 
tenure, any more than the introduction of a mortgagee, a lessee, a tenant, 
until the management changes hand : and, when that has taken place, 
the dejure proprietors receive their quit rent, and the as facto possessors 
manage the estate. There is nothing exceptional in this phenomenon o( 
of the weak exhausted race giving way to the strong and vigorous ; it oc¬ 
curs rdl over the Punjaub. 

id.—No atic can fail to remark, that a settlement of a District 
like Mooli an is a very different thing from one in the 

PMutisoVr ! Jleattan 

seuuu.rich and densely populous tracts of the upper Doub. 
I have had before me the settlement operations of Sealkote, Goojeranwala, 
Jhung, and Mooltan, and have tried to trace how the physical features cf 
the country have modified the tenures. Race and bad government have 
not been without their effect. In unsettled times, and bad seasons, cul¬ 
tivation shrunk, but properity still existed though, in name only. As affairs 
began to settle, the government tool? a position which has trespassed on 
property. Cultivators were located by the Kardar, with leases guaranteed 
by Sunuds ; the fatal practice of division of the crops and appraisement 
was enforced ; the Jaghcerdar, that curse of the landowner, was let loose 
among the community ; the village system, if it ever existed has been set 
aside with a view of increasing the revenue. The owner in despair 
has invited the capitalist, who, once a footing obtained, is not to be shaken 
off; the power of mortgage has been stretched to an extent approaching 
sale, being conditional, usufructuary, or on account. The introduction of 
new races, armed with political power, has added to the confusion, which 
was perpetuated by a lax phraseology, the absence of all trustworthy re¬ 
cord, and a desire on the part of many to keep up the old undefined state 
affairs rather than be judicially outlawed. 

19.—Upon this fermenting mass has dropped our settlement, try¬ 
ing to reduce to principles most incpf.rruous c-k>- 

Effisut Settle.a 

ments,— to maintain possession, vet not c r u>h ■’ 
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m ant rights,—to uphold contracts, and yet not workout injustice,_to 

give properiry, capital, and labor, their clues. In my opinion the regular 
Settlement has come on this part of the country too quickly : it would 
have been better to have let such matters adjust themselves un¬ 
der the loose discipline of the Summary Settlement, than to compel 
every body to declare and define their status. If the scores of 
cases that have come in appeal to this office are fair samples, the 
judicial work of the settlement has by no means been discharged 
satisfactorily. The elements for decision were strange, the issues 
raised unusual, the proofs vague and startling. Wells, and fractions 
of wells, appear to have become a medium of exchange, without a 
statement of area and soil ; claims long worn out by lapse of time, 
or rendered uncertain by breach of custom, were hazarded ; Sunuds 
of a ruler, or Kardar, produced as a proof of property. I consider 
that a wise discretion should, during the next ten years, be used by 
the Financial Commissioner, in allowing a re-trial in many cases where the 
issues have been wrongly drawn, and the nature of the case misunder¬ 
stood by the parties. 

20.—Mr. Morris comments severely on the general ineffi¬ 
ciency of the Canal arrangements, and the Com- 

Inefficiency of Canal ar- 

Ttingemenu. missioner agrees with him yet on them "depends 

the well being of the District. The cultivation of Indigo appears 
to have fallen off from neglect of the Canals. A valuable memo, on this 
crop is given in an Appendix to the Report. Mr. Morris alludes to a 
report on the Canals which is doubtless in your office, and I trust that 
some energetic measures will be taken this season. 

21_In addition to the assessed village areas, leave is given to 

sink wells in the Government waste lands on leases : 

Eitra Sources of Raveuue. 

there are also rain crops, in favourable years, 
in portions of the Bar, which are collected kharn. Add to this the 
farms of the grazing tax, and the Jungle produce, such as Trinnet 
Goolkessoo, and Maieen. All these are separate from, and indepen¬ 
dent of. the settlement now under report. The produce of date groves 
has been included in the village assessment, and in two Tuhseels 
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the whole of the Bi ranee lands have been granted to a farmer : — the 
Revenue is included in the jama of the district. 

22.-—The assessment now recommended for sanction has 
worked well for two years : it is unquestionably liMit. 

Tko luaassmsat light. > *' ° 

1 rejoice in this fact : our Paojnub settlements have all 
been pitch M too high.. W; forgot the character of the Government whom 
we succeeded, and on whose statistics we mainly depen led. Ten veurs of an 
easy assessment will give an expansion to agricultural interests; the advan¬ 
tages of fixed cash assessments will display them solves ; the proprietors, 
confident of their position, will locate cultivators .on advantageous terms ; 
we shall hear no m ire of cultivators absconding to B j:i-vu’.pore. More ca¬ 
pital will he invested in 1 ind, and, as MooR.ui has a great future before it, 
new markets for produce will he opened. 1 do not recommend any large 
grants of tuccavee to this district: — if ws keep the Canals in good order, we 
shall have done our duty as a Government. The existence of these Chuk- 


dars shows that capital will ho forthcoming, if required. 

23. —Mr. Morris deserves the commendation of Government for a 

very careful and good settlement, based on- sound 

Mi - . H-Jtria. . , 

principles, and most clearly and fully reported. 1 have 
great pleasure in recording my favourable opinion of his labours, and his 
remarks on his mode of assessment appear to be very just, lie is decidedly 
one of our best Revenue officers. 

24. —Colonel Hamilton, the Commissioner, has occupied towards 

this settlement a much closer relation than falls to the 

Colonel Hamilton. . . - , 

majority of Commissioners. Mr. Morns constated him 


throughout, Colonel Hamilton had himself made a careful Summary set¬ 
tlement of two Tuhseeb, accompanied by reports, to which Mr. Morris 
refers as anticipating liis own labours. Colonel Hamilton’s knowledge of 
tho Mooltan District exceeds that of any other officer, and to his careful 
upetvtsion the Government is much indebted. 

95 .—I beg to recommend this settlement for sanction for ten 

(10) -yea' s from the date on which (he assessments 

t'cncUitku. ..ii .. , 

were introduced, or until a new settlement. 

I have &c.. 


GUST, 

Offs, FinL Comr. 

v'i. O 


R. 



m m of mo. 


To 


COMM ISSION ER’S OFFICE, 

Movltan Division, 

The IGlh of July 1 SCO. 


T15 S FINANCIAL G0M9SISSI0 N I; I?, 


Sir, 


F 0 Ji T II E P U N J A B. 


I have the honor to transmit the Settlement Statements and re¬ 


port of the Mooltan District. 


2.—-Prior to Mr Morris* departure for Europe lie left with me a 
very copious report: this is now forwarded with its appendices. These 
contain most ample information ; and I shall therefore confine myself to a 
statement of the work concluded since his departure, to supplying what he 
has omitted, to remarking on those portions of his report which requir® 
notice, and to general observations on the Settlement. 

3 — At the time of Mr. Morris’ departure a considerable portion 

„ , , of the Settlement work remained to be completed. This 

Government letter No 187 

has now been accomplished, and a statement of the 
_u.id.rn. work executed is annexed. The completion of the 

Settlement was consigned to me under the authority noted in the margin. 


4.—The first matter in Mr. Morris’ report, to which I shall refer, 
is the subject of the assessment of the Sylaba lands, or rather of the lands 
situate within tire influence of the rivers, and liable to great variations of 
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prodactiv.'iie;,", from excess, or deficiency of inundation, and to numberless 
accidents which affect their character, either permanently, or temporarily,— 
such as abrasion, alluvion, overflooding, change from fertility to sterility, 
and tho contrary, ;.>y the deposition oi sand or mud, and change of means 
o! irrigation. 

5.—-*Mr. Morris disapproves of the system of annual measurement 
(or more properly of annual survey), which was introduced at the second 
Summary Settlement, and, in accordance with the positive instructions of 
the Chief Commissioner and Financial Commissioner, has assessed these 
lands at rates, which, from their lightness, are to ensure the realization of 
the revenue under every circumstance of accident or variation, except, as 
I understand, actual abrasion. It is possible that to a certain extent this 
object may be realized, and that for a series of years, the revenue maybe 
fully collected, except in cases of abrasion. But this has been gained at 
an immense sacrifice of revenue. 


G.—These rates arc certainly not medium, and still less maximum ; 
so that, if not actually minimum, they are considerably below the average, 
rates of collections of a series of years from actual cultivation. The loss 
therefore to the state must be excessive, and is probably not less than 20 
per cent, on the above mentioned average rates. 

7-—This may appear improbable, but, for a stranger it is difficult 

to understand the immense variation of productiveness to which some lands 
in this District are subject. Instances are known when tracts of land of 
10,000 acres, after lying unproductive for many years, have in a single 
season become fertile, and after a few years have again relapsed to their 
former sterility. To assess such lands permanently with anything like 
revenue is positively impracticable 

8.—But the Settlement Officer is still not satisfied that even his 
assessment will stand the test of a lengthened period, and he has devised a 
scheme—in some measure a modification of the system of the second sum¬ 
mary settlement,—-which, he considers, will provide for these extraordinary 
occasions, when from failure of water &e. even his very moderate assess¬ 
ment will be incapable of realization. 
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9.—When the entire crop fails there will be no difficulty in putting 
this scheme into effect. It will be simply giving an entire remission of 
the revenue, but if the scheme is to apply to seasons whan the failure is only 
partial, I do not understand how it is to be brought into operation, ex¬ 
cept by having recourse to measurement, or survey, the very contingencies 
which he proposed to avoid. 

10_It will thus be seen that under Mr. Morris’ scheme the Go¬ 

vernment can never gain anything from the accidental, or rather occasional, 
fertilization of lands by deposits or other causes, while it is provided, that 
in some seasons there may be an entire loss to the State, of even the moder¬ 
ate revenue assessed on these lands. I do not think, therefore, that the new 
svstem proposed by Mr. Morris is in any way preferable to that which he 
lias condemned. 

] l.—The system of variable assessment has been recently briefly 
described in my letter to your address, No, ] GO, of the 3rd Instant, and I 
need not now recapitulate my observations. But I must remark upon Mr. 
Morris’ allusion to the annual loss which Government sustained under the 
system of the second Settlement. It is perfectly true that there was 
a loss on the aggregate, but, on the other hand, there was an actual increase 
in several villages, which under Mr Morris’ arrangements would not have 
been obtained. The survey too had not been made, and from want of cor 
rect plans it was not easy to ascertain properly where increase and de¬ 
crease had occurred. The Regular Settlement also had been announced, 
and it was not the object of the cultivators to increase their cultivation 
when the Survey and measurement were close at hand. Even under these 
circumstances the loss to Government in Mooltan was proportionally 
less than in Jhung, where the old system prevailed. 

12.—There can he no doubt that the former assessments pressed 
rather heavily on the district, and at the time of the regular settlement re¬ 
duction was advisable. The first settlement had been based on the col 
lections of the former Government, and that system was not properly un¬ 
derstood, The result was that, exclusive of the sudden conversion of 
payments in kind into payments in cash, and the fall in prices, the un¬ 
equal distribution of the assessment caused great distress. A well, actual- 
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lv >ii 


mw-svd at 1;‘0, while one afterwards asr-et 


ed at 390, only paid 50 Rs. In these instances there had been no inerea 
or decrease of cultivation. It arose simnlv from misunderstanding the sv 
tom of assessment in use under the Nazims, '(’lie 2n<l Settlement rem 
hied many of these defects,-and with all its faults was superior to any Sm 
miry settlement made in this Division ; but it was founded on no correi 
measurements, nor were there any data which could be entirely trusted 
The distress alluded to by Mr. Morris existed almost wholly during th 
period of the 1st settlement, and what remained during the second perio- 
■was rather the result of former errors, than the effect of the second settle 
meat. Another cause of distress during the period of the 1st settle met 
was the want of any system for granting relief to cultivators, whose land 
had become unproductive from the changes on the banks of the rivers 
At that period of our occupation the veal character oi these lands was no 
known and applications for relief ‘Vom the sufferers 'did not meet with th< 
a'•tent ion which they deserved, ami which, doubtless, would have beet 
granted, had th* o.uthoiities been aware, of the true facts. The emmra 

O 

Mots to 3:viwu'p )o,- took place at that time, but 1 do not think that anj 
occurred during the period of the second settlement, as the new system al¬ 
iened of the immediate grunt of relief. 

13. The other circumstances which Mr. Morris Ins enumera. 
ted a 3 ['roots of over-assessment are not wholly to be ascribed to that 
c.iu.v.). Many of the silo; and nmng ig.*s were the result of the operations 
oi tuu Civil Courts. Prior to annexation do regular civil tribunals existed, 
hi . mmgii claims tor debts &.t. were occasionally settled by the Nazir*' 
aivl their subordinates. As soon as our civil courts were opened, nod 'm,,; 
power become known, they were freely resorted to, and chums o'f everv 
Umgth of standing wore brought before tlmm : the trader now f ou , ld tl 
h- hid i certain mom,--. -,f recovering his duos from his ;. t gnco uural debtor, 
and ho did not hesitate to give' hi --1 further credit, till /.t tii 'd dg 
could be discharged o ily by sale or mortgage. The pvevious a 
meat of the intended.regular settlement ha l vMo th* effect of mduemg 
many cultivators to tinuw land out of cultivation. 


1-1. Co, :cul,nii therefor 


ore wgh 


* v ^ i ' r « in regard to the 



lecessitv of a considerable reduction of .isscssment. I do not entirely 
iscribe the existence of this necessity to the over-assessment of former 
yfeurs, and I also consider it very possible that with a smaller reduction the 
district would have still prospered. Every village contains immense 
tracts of improvable land, and what, was chiefly wanted was security of 
possession, ami the .'durance that there would be no increase of assess¬ 
ment for a 'lengthened period. There are also strong poliiical reasons for 
a light assessment too obvious to require expression. The good tfleet 
af this moderation was very conspicuous during the recent disturbances 
in the Jhung District, where the lightly assessed cultivators coniiash'd 
favorably in their loyalty with their pastoral fellow countrymen. 


15.— 1 have the honor to solicit your attention to Mr. Morris’ 
description of the tenures in the Mooltan Distiict, contained in the 26iii 
and subsequent paragraphs of his report, and in the appendices. Mr. Morris’ 
details very generally coincide with what I have move succinctly express¬ 
ed in a recent communication to you, and which I previously laid before 
your predecessors in various letters and reports. Mr. Moms’ observa¬ 
tions fully shew the non-existence of village communities, and the inco¬ 
herent future of the subordinate fiscal divisions. His descriptions of 
what he terms a “ bhyaclmrah” tenure confirm, I think, my opinion that 
it is merely the result of the division of land according to Mahomedan 
law. Lie appears to have overlooked one kind of tenure, which, 
however, is not very common in Mooltan, but prevails more generally in 
Jilting. I allude to the system ‘‘Hath JRakliaee.” This system was in 
t isa' under Hie Sikh government : a Mahomedan proprietor finding he 
■-M not withstand the exactions of the Hindoo Kardars, made over his 

JO.U 

esi'Me to cue of that class, reserving to himself a portion of the 
i., ovd.yt In process of time the Hindoo, betraying his tiust, ac¬ 
quired absch’ ‘Me possession of the lands, and the ousted proprietor could 
obtain no vedro-’ss noth the fall of the Sikh government. When this did 
not occur, the h'mdoo had from long possession acquired great interest 
in the estate, whiefd he generally had improved, and it was hardly fair to 
consider him a mere tenant-ef-wd!. Some difficulty was at first experi¬ 
enced in disposing of titese «««, lull hey were usually adjusted by tnu- 
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iu'il :b Pie part -»ri hi possession either restored the whole < 

trite on payment, of t’ne cost of improvement, or took a poition in absolc 
proprietary i ight as an equivalent, or he allowed the old proprietor 
portion of the profits. In some instances, however a want of knowletk 
ot the real ciieum-jt.incv'S was the cause of injustice. 

Id—The selection of lumberdars has boon made on prop, 
principles, but it may be considered perhaps that they are too numerou 
This however is almost unavoidable. Where each so called village cot 
sistod of so many incongruous elements, it was impossible to restrict til 
Eutnbenlandiip to one or two members. Etch section required its reprt 
seiit a rive, a.u 1 h id not this been conceded, endless disputes would hav 
arisen, to the ultimate detriment of the interests of the state. 

17—Mr. Morris’ remarks in the 33rd and 34th paras, re.quit 
some expbmtlion. The system of granting leases of waste lands wa 
based on what had obtained under the former government, and was intre 
duced by Mr. Edgeworth. I had fully carried out the system in Jhun 
with great advantage, and on my transfer to Mooltan followed the sam 
con so. Several leases were taken with the view of extending the culti 
•vatiou by the aid of the canals, but their system of management prove 
a serious obstruction. At the Settlement it became necessary to re vis 
the leases to prevent the ruin of the speculators, and this was done wit! 

the consent of the Financial Commissioner. Latter!; 

Tid.* F!n1. 0>«imr.'«» 

«v No. 3541 of the 2 Ht almost all the extension of cultivation has been effect 

CctoI»vi’ 1 o57' 

ed by new wells. 

13.—As the control of the Canal Department has been placer 
immediately under the Punjab Government, it is unnecessary for me tt 
enter into any details of the system, further than in regard to its effect or 
the Settlement, and the general prosperity of the district. With these i 
is most, intimately connected, but l have, l believe, fully reported on t hi 
subject in my letter No. 150 of the 25th June 1800, 

10.—Mr. Morris at first proposed to assess the baranee lands year¬ 
ly, and I coincided in Ids opinion, but this proposal was overruled by the 
Financial Commissioner in his despatch No. 915 of the 1 lth of Mate! 
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859. 1 he Baranee lands of My (see have been settled i:V accordance 

pith this order, but to accomplish this 1 was obliged to form these scat- 
ered patches of cultivation into the two separate Talooks of Khaee and 
Looddun. avid, to lease them as lalooks to men of udluc svee and ic-sponsi- 
duty. The assessment, light, as it is, could never have been realized in 
seasons of drought from the indigent peasantry, who, in favorable years 
cultivate these patches. The Talooks have been confer red on GhoUtm 
Moostapha Khan, Khan Bahadur,—a Native gentleman who has on re¬ 
peated occasions rendered eminent services to the Government, and who 
has other interestsin that part of the district,—ami on certain loyal chiefs 
of the Bar tribes, who have great influence in that part of the country, 
and who during the rebellion of 1857 and the mutiny of 1858 rendered 
special service to the state. In a political view the arrangement is bene¬ 
ficial, and, without causing any loss to Government, it may be the means 
of extending and improving the cultivation of these now almost barren 
tracts. In Suraee Sidhoo 1 attempted to make similar arrangements, but 
none would engage either as Talookdars or otherwise. 

20. —It is not necessary to advert to the Tirnee assessment,.and 
the Sujjee or Soda farms, further than to mention that, in accordance with 
the arrangements sanctioned by the Financial Commissioner in the .lining 
district, when any Sujjee was produced within the village boundaries, it 
was included in the saver, and leased with the land revenue. 

21, —The Date tree cess has also been included in the village 
assessment. There are few other sources of revenue requiring notice. 
A small amount is realized front the Goolk-esoo, or flower of the PaUis, or 
Dak, used as a dve, and from the gall of the Tamarisk termed “ Maeen” 
used as a mordant. These are collected in the jungle lauds, and are still 
fanned annually. 


22.—-With the view of reducing the number of village papers,’sim¬ 
plifying their preparation, and rendering them more suitable to the circum¬ 
stances of the country, l addressed vour predecessor in my letter No. 14 
of the 18th January 1858, and the Settlement officer again submitted the 


proposal in letter to Financial Commissioner No. Gi dated 11th May 18 f -8. 
To '.he;*e communications no reply was received., but the proposed modi- 
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fications were adopted. With the same object the Huftagana papers were 
reduced to five, on a plan which, [ believe, had been suggested by you. 
The same system has been adopted throughout the Division. 

23.— Since Mr Morris’ departure I have completed what re¬ 
mained unfinished of .the Settlement work. It proved to be more labori¬ 
ous than I expected, when I undertook the completion of the Settlement. 
There were many complicated cases of long standing to decide, and these 
were litigated to the last. From having other work to attend to I could 
not proceed into the district, and therefore, many matters, which ought to 
have been decided hv the Settlement officer, were necessarily left to the 
Extra Assistant Sham Lall. 

****** 

****** 

21 .—In the meantime I have made arrangements for the correc¬ 
tion of the records of those villages in which these frauds have been detec¬ 
ted. under the Superintendence of Extra Assistant Massoom Alice, an 
officer well acquainted with Settlement affairs. Prior to the completion 
wf the Settlement I availed myself of his services, and I am happy to 
state that I found him a very different person from Sham Lall. He ren¬ 
dered me very valuable assistance. 

25.—I ought to have mentioned, before proceeding so far with 
this report, that in the course of the Settlement it was discovered, that in fix¬ 
ing the boundaries much larger areas than it was advisable or necessary to 
assign, had been given to several villages. At the request of the Settle¬ 
ment officer I permitted him to revise these areas, and to cut tail them 
when such a course appeared advisable. Ibis was sanctioned by the Fi¬ 
nancial Commissioner in letter No. 933 of the 11th March 1859. Mr. 
Morris has accomplished this without interfering with lands which ap¬ 
peared to belong properly to the cultivated estates, but. I think he might 
have exercised greater strictness in his curtailments. There are still 
many villages to which an enormous extent of waste culturable land is 
attached, and which might he easily separated without encroaching on the 
proper rights of the proprietors. The error originated during my ab- 
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fence in Europe, and was not discovered till after the completion of the 
Survey. 

26. — It cannot be doubted that the Settlement made by Mr. 
Morris is eminently popular. The assessment is light, and fairly distribu¬ 
ted. The rights of every individual have been carefully and diligently 
investigated, and their true positions assigned. All doubts and difficulties 
regarding tenures, with their rights, and duties, have been decided, and the 
errors caused by a want of knowledge of the real circumstances of the 
country are not likely again to occur. In the course of this report J have 
adverted to the few instances in which I think improvement might have 
been effected, but those do not affect the Settlement generally. I have eve¬ 
ry hope that it will be successful as far as circumstances will permit, and 
I accordingly beg to recommend its confirmation. 

27. —I shall now advert to the five points the observance of 
which Mr. Morris in his concluding para, considers essential to the sta¬ 
bility of his Settlement. 

I.—The new system of canal management, if properly carried 
out, will. I doubt not, be the means of securing as far as possible a constant 
and sufficient supply of water for purposes of irrigation, but the responsi¬ 
bility now rests entirely with the Canal department, and 1 have already 
noticed how Mr. Morris’ intentions have been directed. 

II—I am not aware what advantage can result from the mere 
preparation of monthly lists of deserted wells and uncleared cuts. The 
knowledge thus obtained will not of itself cause improvement, and it 
would be very inexpedient to force Tuccavee on the people. We must 
trust to their own judgment, and' knowledge of their wants, and any ap¬ 
plications for Tuccavee made on real and substantial grounds will as 
hitherto, be liberally attended to. 

III.—I have already discussed the system of remissions propos¬ 
ed by Mr. Morris, and shewn what I consider to be tlie difficulties attend¬ 
ing the assigning of the proper amount of remission. 

IV_The real difficulty of settling claims on account of diluvi¬ 

al! is thd want of means to ascertain correctly the extent of loss uncom¬ 
pensated by any increase by alluvion. Suspension of the demand on un- 



[ IS ] 

founded or exaggerated claims is just as objectionable, as the exaction of a 
sum to be eventually refunded. 

V.—This has been disposed of above. 

28.—Before proceeding with this report, I would solicit your 
attention to the revised schedule of revenue establishment submitted with 
my letter No. 28 of the 31st of January last, recommending the addition 
of a Sudder Quanoongo, on 40 lls per mensem, to the establishment. 

29.—I have much pleasure in n iticing the ability displayed by 
Mr. Morris in conducting the business of this Settlement. The circum¬ 
stances of the country presented many peculiar features, which, notwith¬ 
standing his long experience as a Settlement officer, must have been new 
to him. All these difficulties have been disposed of in a manner which 
will render the future administration of the district a work of comparative 
ea<e. In addition to the ordinary business of the Settlement, Mr. Morris 
had also to draw out a system of assessment for levying labor for the 
clearing of the canals, which, if properly attended to, will fully effect its ob¬ 
ject. In the performance of his duties Mr. Morris was attentive, diligent, 
and careful, and the strict supervision which he exercised over his subordi¬ 
nates became evident, when bis departure threw upon me the entire res¬ 
ponsibility of management. In my intercourse with Mr. Morris I endea¬ 
voured to afford him every assistance in my power. He never failed to 
consult me, either personally or by letter, on every subject of doubt, and 
was always ready to take advantage of any information, which, from my 
long acquaintance with this province, I was able to afford. I consider that 
Mr. Morris’ services demand full acknowledgement from his superiors. 

* * * 

31, To expedite the work of the Settlement I availed myself 
of the services of Extra Assistant Massoom Ulee. He rendered me most 
valuable assistance, and discharged his duties efficiently, and in a trust¬ 
worthy manner. 

32. Among the Tahseeldars the most useful was Moorad Shall 
Tahseeldur of Mylsee and Lodran. He was most diligent and attentive 
in the discharge of his duties, and his decisions were generally most suita¬ 
ble and proper. He is certainly the most efficient officer of bis rank in 
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Division. Byram Khan, Tahseeldar of Shoojahbad, although not con- 
picuous for ability, did his work creditably and honestly. 

33. In the Settlement office I must particularly notice the Eng- 
ish Clerk, Baboo Nobin Chundra Banurjya. Me is well educated, and write* 
English in a style, and with a correctness, superior to most of his class. He 
s thoroughly acquainted with the duties of his office, and has a fair 
;m>wiedge of Settlement affairs in general. He has discharged his duties 
with care, attention, and diligence. Without his aid 1 should have encoun¬ 
tered many difficulties in conducting the business of the Settlement, I 
beg also to refer you tb my letter to vour predecessor No. 224 dated 3td 
August 1859, and subsequent correspondence. 

31. Burgas Rae, Sheristadar, is a most worthy and honest offi¬ 
cer. He is well acquainted with his duties. While employed under me 
he in no way falsified the excellent character lie obtained from Mr. Mor¬ 
n's. When discharged from the Settlement 1 gave him suitable employ- 
incut in my own office. 

35. It will be observed that the results of the assessment as 
given by Mr. Morris in the body of his report, differ slightly from those 
detailed in the Statement. This arises from the following causes. 

1st Changes in the .Jamas caused by Alluvion and Dduvian. 

2nd. Increase on account of resumed and lapsed rent-free 

grants. 

3rd. Transfer of villages from one Tahssc-I to another. These 
tool: place after he had concluded his report. 

38. I omitted to mention in its proper place, that the greater 
portion of the rent free holdings had been investigated and disposed of 
prior ;o the Settlement. The few that remained were reported sometime 
since, and, as far as can be ascertained, not a single case remains. 

37. I have also to request your attention to Mr. Morris’ 
uporl on the Indigo cultivation of this District. The country is well 
adapted for the cultivation of this product, and of sugar and cotton, and 
Dr these articles a market -will always be found in Afghanistan and 
C'e..Dal Asia, exclusive of exportation by sea, ITirherto no European 
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capitalists have engaged in the cultivation of Indigo, although the immense 
extent of waste lands, and the facilities for the extension of irrigation, offer 
encouragement.to the speculator. On the other hand, the remoteness of 
tiie province, the difficulty of access, the paucity of labour, the severity 
of the climate, and the existing canal system, are all obstacles in the way 
of improvement. 

3S. Finally, I have the honor to submit a Statement of the 
expenditure incurred in the completion of this Settlement, from its 
commencement in February 1855 till the 15th of July 1860, lrorn which 
date the establishment has been discharged. 

I have &c. 

G. W. HAMILTON. 

Commissioner and Superintendent, 

Mooltan Division. 
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I h»ve the honor herewith to submit a report 

Avipmulij. A. Rupovt uu Tuliguel Sinai Sidtiov. 

Appvmlix B. H'-p.'iit oil Tiihsuol Mooltan. 

AppimJix C- Report cm Tuhsecl Mylnue. 

ApptsiutixjQ. Report on Tiilueel Slumjalibad. 

Appendix E. Report on l'alcsoel Loriran. 

Appendix J 1 . Report ou culture unci mannfaeturo of Iurligo. 

Appendix G Remissible Junius; riven* Clteuab, R»vee, and Sutlej. 
Appendix Jf. Remissible Junius; olionub Canals 
Appendix J. Remissible Jumn*; Sutlej Canals. 

Five Muuzabwar Assessment Statements, one for each Tuliseal. 


on the settlement of the 
Mooltan Distil rt, revised 
under Regulation IX of i833, 
together with the statements 
noted in the margin*, which 
in addition to containing 
detailed statistical data, will. 


I think, furnish you with full information regarding all the most important operations 


of tliis reUleinent. 


2.—The Mooltan District is situated at the southern extremity of the 
Baree Doab, and occupies a superficial area of 5866 square miles. It. is bounded ou 
one side by the river Clienab, and on the other by tlio Sutlej. Towards the north, 
where it borders on the District of Googaira, it uviy be generally described as a 
barren waste in the centre, with fiinges ofluxuriant cultivation on its edges ; but as 
wi proceed further down the District, we find these fringes gradually expanding, until 
at last, some few miles above the junction of the rivers, they extend very nearly, if 
not quite, across the Doab. 

S,—This District if. divided into five Tahseels, three of which are situated 
on the Clienab, in tho following order, Suras-sidhoo, Mooltan and Shcojahbad ; and 
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two on the Suilej, viz : Mylseo, and Lodran. For a full and detailed description of oacii 
of these Tehseels, their position, character, and all other important and statistical 
information regarding (hern, ride the appendices attached to this Report, 

4. —The general condition also of this fnet, i's cultivation, and produce, 
the habits ot the people, and their oh inict-r as Mulgo-'xars, the prevailing tenures,, 
and peculiar village institutions, the quality of the soil, and the nature of the ini«a- 

‘ ra 

tion, the past fiscal history of this di trior, anl its present condition, the working 
of tho past settlements, and operations of the present, the assessment fixed on and 
the amount of reduction proposed by me in each Teh*«el respectively, Km-ether with 
all other data, statistical or otherwise, having been fully dwelt on by me in the 
appendices and statements annexed to this report, I need not now recapi tuiate them 
but will proceed to notice briefly the general principles which have guided mo in 
making my assessment, the fiscal results of the settlement, its future working, and 
several points of interest connected with the same. 

5. —The principles upon which f have proceeded in assessing the Govern¬ 
ment revenue of this district have been :— 

First, to divide oft’the area to be assessed into a eerta : n number of circles 
or clinks, each to include all villages, which, with reference to situation, soil, irrigation, 
and general productive capacity, could be classed together. 

Secondly, to fix rates which approximately represented the amount of 
Government revenue per acre, payable by the various descriptions of land in each ehuk, 
under circumstances of average p.-ospeiity, and from them calculate broadly the 
timount claimable from each village. 

Thirdly, wherever accessary, to make such addition to, or reduction from, 
the total so m rived at, as. wit it reference to certain peculiarities in the village to be 
assessed, appeared necessary or advisable, 

6. — With reloreucc to the Chukwar subdivision, three circles have appeared to 
mo sufficient, for all practical purposes. It was evident at once that there must be 
one oliuk including the lovv lands on the river bank, and another for the high lands 
in, and on the skirts of, the Bar, so that it only remained to determine the number of 
intermediate ebuks between the two; and, on examining the district closely, I bad no 
hesitation in deciding that ono would be sufficient,—so narrow, generally speaking, is 
the debatable ground between the two extremes. 

7. —It will lie observed, therefore, on reference to the annexed appendices, 
that I have I'olitAvcd out the leading principle of this chnkwnr arrangement in my 
assessment, of all the five Tahseels of this District, via : (hat all the villages of each 
Tahseel separately \vi 1 fall into one or oilier of the three following circles :— Khadir, 
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Bangui\ and Ruiea, — uof withstanding that in two T( hseels, Moo!tan aiui ShotjnhbaJ, 
clarification of estates was Found necessary, and in a third, MjUee, u subdivision of 
a two of the chuks deemed expedient. 

8. —And 1. must here explain that [ have throughout kept these clinks 
strictly topographical, allowing no consideration of caste, tenure, past or present 
prosperity or calamity, to influence my judgment in assigning to each village its 
place in one or other of the chuks, according to its local position, the character of its 
soil, aud its natural facilities for irrigation, 

9. —This is highly essential, if the settlement officer is to leave behind him 
aa intelligible record of las operations for the use of the Collector; and I have 
accordingly endeavoured in the present settlement not only to fix an amount which 
shall be carefully adapted to tire peculiarities of each village in detail, hut also to show 
clearly to the Collector of the Junta so fixed, to what class the village belonged, what 
are the rates considered fair for an average village of that class, and the reasons why 
the amount so fixed, exceeded, equalled, or fell short of, such average rates. 

10.-—Thus, in certain instances, considerations of peculiar prosperity, or remark- 
aide advantages over I he average of the class, may have w irvauted an increase on the aver¬ 
age rates; whilst in others peculiar local disadvantages may have rendered average rates 
unfair, or comuloration* of humanity a id policy pniit. id to easy ter m, as the only 
means of rescuing a village from temporary SoilncKssment, brought on by an nnusn- 
lly bad season or other misfortune : or perhaps peculiarity of caste or tenure may have 
rendered it hopeless to codeet average rates, aud the choice thus lay between abating 
the legitimate demand, or breaking down the estate. 

11. It is comparatively a simple matter to make chuks, calculate rates, and 
then strike out from the Clink lists all villages, winch, from some of the causes above 
detailed, arc clearly incapable of standing average rates, and transfer them to some 
Chuk whose rates are suited to their capacities. Such a Settlement looks very plausible, 
and might work well ; but, if difficulty should arise at any future time, the Collector 
would find himself, if not absolutely deceived, at len.-t hopelessly ignorant of the void 
data on which the assessment had been based. Itates are at best only a broad basis 
on which to ground an assessment, but to expect that Chuks or rates can be so perfect¬ 
ly planned or calculated. Hint the rates of each Clink shall give an equitable ass'-as- 
irumt for every village in that Clutk, seems to me hopeless, and I have accordingly not 
attempted it, 

12. Such then are the h ading principles which have guided me in making 
tny assessment, as far as regards the formation of Clinks, and application of deduced re¬ 
venue rates; aud 1 will now proceed to notice one oilier point closely < cnnivrod with 
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ili« n-’-r- r p’;i'’ii!, ln'iVuf' giving the fi-oal remifM of mv proposed Pel fleme.J :— th! • is. w lie * 

1 !■!*!■ i! '.vill In' ailvis'iti!.' or nut to rctniii tin* srelein mi:(idue<d el i)*;■ sucwnd Sumnia'y 
.«’Uh’men;, of ii-iuiKil iiitMsin an ati m.l v iri liil'j jtuu** tor nil land* sui-j i-t to in- 
lindathni iioiri the rivvs. 

13.—This system was int.iodu.!“d by *he Deputy Commissioner at the second 
Summary settlement, on the ground that the returns from these “ syiab.r” lands 
were so precarious, that a fixed Jnmma for a number of years could not he regularly 
collected from them. Now there can be no doubt hut that some of the “s'htba” 
lands in this district, especially those on the Sutlej, are liable to considerable variations, 
hut still I am of opinion tint the amount of such lands is trifling, compared with 
those from which the returns are tolerably secure. 

It.—The returns from all svlnba lands must he in some measure uncertain, 
hut still T r-'s no reason why they should be more so in ibis District than in others 
also subject to the action of these very rivers, and from which permanent Jumasaro 
regulnrv realiz’d. Moreover the following strong objection* may be urged against 
the present system. 

1st.—It entails annual measurements, which a:« in inv opinion highly 
objectionable, being injurious in their effects, inquUilo:iul in their nature, and afford¬ 
ing great opportunities and inducements for fraud. 

Sadly. It is detrimental to the interests of Government, ami entails a !o«« 
of Government revenues, there being comparatively «p •aking v<*iy fewiustauces in which 
tbs ineasursmant has not been followed by reduction on the Junius as filed ar the 
Second Summary Settlement, notwithstanding that some of the past seasons have been 
considered highly favorable. 

3rd!y. It is unpopular, nearly id! the proprietors of the more important 
river villages having petitioned me for a fixed and permanent assessment. 

4thly. It is entirely opposed to the fundamental principle of our revenue 
Settlement, and at. the best but little better than a system of “ Khan) Tnhsoel." 

lb. For the above reasons, therefore, I do not advocate a continuance of 
the past system ; au.liny proposed assessment has accordingly' been made on the un¬ 
derstanding, that for the future Urn revenue from these lands will be collected in the 
same manner as from all others, subj -et of course to the ordinary and regular rules 
regarding increment and decrement, similarly as with all other such lands in the 
Punjab. 

1G. But, though strongly opposed to any regular system of annual mea¬ 
surements and variable Jumas, still it eeems to me quite possible, iu consequence of the 
variable nature of the irrigation afforded by both the rivers and canals, that in some 
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particular season?,.a remission of a portion of the revenue in certain classes of vilh-a-sj 
may be found both expedient and necessary. Such instances will be rare, and may 
probably not occur within the teem of the settlement, hut still being possible, owinw 
to the peculiar and uncertain nature of the irrigation, I have considered it advisable 
to provide against such, by proposing a general remission to be granted to the tract,to 
affected. 

17. —With this view, therefore, 1 have prepared lists, (vide Appendices G. II, 
and ,T.) of all the villages irrigated by each of the rivers and canals respectively, to¬ 
gether with the amount of revenue in each, a portion or the, whole of which will b<y 
liable to remission, according as the irrigation has failed partially, or in toto. And here 
I must explain, that, those arrangements are meant by me to provide for instances of 
general failure of irrigalion in any tract, which no assessment, however light, can pro¬ 
vide for, and not to meet individual or trilling cases of a deficient, supply of water, 
for which the very moderate assessment proposed by me ought to suffice: whilst of 
course the percentage of remission to be granted, must depend on the nature and extent 
of the failure experienced. 

18. —For instance,—assume that there has been a great and general failure of 
the Sutlej inundation in any particular year, and that after investigation it. is deemed 
necessary to remit 25 per cent of the revenue?} then the amount to be remitted will, 
according to Appendix G, No. 2. be 25 per cent, or one fourth of Rupees 15,845 
viz Rupees .8971, of which each of the 138 villages watered hr the Sutlej will receive 
its quota, in proportion to the amount entered against it. in the above mentioned 
Statement, So again with the canals ; —should there be a genmal failure in any par¬ 
ticular canal, and remission of revenue bo doomed necessary, the District officer 
will first have to determine .on the percentage of rcduo'ion required, and then 
calculate the amount that will be due to each of the villages watered bv the canal, 
as shewn in appendix Ii or J. 

Iff —In short then, though strongly opposed to any regular svttem of annual 
measurements, and variable j tunas, on account of any particular description of lands, 
still I am of opinion, that in a district like that of Mooitan, with its shifting Sykba, 
and uncertain canal irrigation, a general remission of a portion of the revenue in cer¬ 
tain tracts will, in some extre instances, be found highly desirable ; and accordingly, 
I have grouped together all the villages situated in such tracts, and calculated for each, 
from the statistical data furnished by my settlement records, the amount of revenue 
dependant on the particular description of irrigation, on account of the partial or total 
failure of which, it may hereafter be deemed advisable to grant remissions in any ono 
ye^r. Such then is the general principle on which I have proceeded in assessing 
tnese lands, and the adoption of which I strongly .rivecute hi the...future working of 
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tliis settlement : whilst for any further information and statistical data regarding 
these remissible Jumas, I must refer to the detailed statements attached to this. 
Report. 

~0.—The general fiscal result of my proposed settlement is as follows :— 
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f which hss'hceu Jixed at about Ks 

L-odraii, .. 


1 ,'12,-175' 

1,12,080 | 

| The proposed Junta does not include* that- tor Oates. 
( which lias been fixed at about Ks. 220. 

Shoojahbad, 

; 33 

1,07709 

j- 

f The proposftd f Ju;na do.s not include that fur Dates 
\ which has hern lixed at about Ks, 200. 

r," i 

ft OVAL. .. j 

3,9'SIHS 

5,79.30-1 

4,70,900 J- 

r The proposed Junta docs not include that for Dates 
l which has been fiynl at about Jls. 7,770. 


SI.— From the foregoing it will be seen, that I propose to grant a total reduc¬ 
tion of Rupees 1,08,053 or 1S.\ per cent, on the present Junta cf the Slid : Summary 
• Settlement. At first sight this amount may perhaps appear unnecessarily large, and 
will very probably he deemed more than was actually required to bring tliis District 
into good order: but I am sanguine that a careful perusal of my remaiks, as give* in 
detail in the annexed appendices, on the assessment of each Tuhseel separately, will 
clearly prove, that there has been no unnecessary sacrifice of Government revenue ; 
'Whilst, on the tribe v hand, the following general and cogent reasons may be brought for¬ 
ward iu favor of grunting so large an amount of reduction, and fixing a really light 
assessment for this District. 

23.—They areas follows the isolated position of several of theTahseels : the 
the absence of trade, and want of markets : the general inferiority of the soil and culti¬ 
vation, and the variable nature of the river inundation : the nomad character of the 
people, their idleness, 'improvidence, and aversion to money payments : the uncer¬ 
tainty and expense ot the Canal irrigation, much increased by the heavy but den of the 
annual clearance : the scantiness of the population, great want of cultivators, and low 
value of landed property : the sales and mortgages, particularly in Tabseels Mylsee 
and Lodran : the numerous desertions into the Bhawulpoor Territory, and general dis¬ 
content consequent on past over-assessment: the large amount of land “lately aban¬ 
doned,” and number of wells deserted : the unsatisfactory working of the Summary. Set¬ 
tlements, and extreme difficulty of the past collections : the balances,—more than Ru- 
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pees 9,000 having been remitted in 18,'>7-58:—and last, though not least, the fact, that 
for the future there will be no variable Jamas as heretofore, the entire assessment be¬ 
ing considered permanent for the term of Settlement. 

23. —The announcement of the assessment has been accomplished with ease, 
the engagements having been entered into most readily by the head men, without the 
occurrence of a single case of regular refusal. This will, I trust, he considered satisfac¬ 
tory, for at the 2nd Summary Settlement, in addition to several estates being made 
over to fanners, it was found most difficult to induce any of the proprietors to accept 
the office of Lumberdar,.ancl engage for the revenue ; whilst now nearly every pro¬ 
prietor of importance asserts his right to the “ Lumhsrdaree/’ and has given in a 
,f Durkhasi” for the proposed Jnma, 

24. —The preparation of the record of rights has been completed in the two 
Tahseels of Suraee Sidhoo and Mylsee, and is now progressing in the three other 
Tahseels of this District. The form of the record prepared for each village separately 
lias been fully explained by me in my letter No. 8, dated 7th January 1858, to your 
address, and 1 have now only to add, that the principle there laid down by me, has 
since been strictly carried out, great care having been taken that no useless or super¬ 
fluous papers were introduced. 

25. r-The two principal points to which attention lias been chiefly directed 
have been, the attestation of the holdings, arid the distribution of the revenue ; the 
former having been invariably carried on under the personal superintendence of the 
presiding, officer, whilst the latter has in almost every instance been effected by the 
people themselves, the majority of whom, having learnt experience from the “khewuts” 
of the 2nd Summary Settlement, have been fully alive to their own interests, and to 
the great importanceof making the distribution according to the actual and bond fide 
capabilities of the soil. I am sanguine, therefore, that the record of rights aud liabili¬ 
ties, as now proposed for this district, will hereafter prove practically useful in the fu¬ 
ture working of the Settlement. 

2d.— The nature of the tenures prevalent in this district will be fo.und fully 
detailed in the appendices annexed to this report. The most striking of these is the 
Umkdaioe, the Chnkdar, or owner of the well, being an intermediate person be¬ 
tween the original proprietor of the soil, and the cultivator. T need not here enter into 
an explanation of the origin of this tenure, but I must not omit to add, that it is almost 
entirely owing to tho existence of these Chukdars, that this district owes its present 
state of comparative prosperity. 

27. these Chukdars are almost invariably wealthy Kurars, who by the ap¬ 
plication of labor and capital have greatly improved the productive powers of the soil: 
they are the real malgoosars to whom Government must Jock for the realization of its 
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revenue, for, although a very grasping and avaricious race, they still make very fair 
landlords, and never rest satisfied until they have .realized for themselves a handsome 
profit in the form of net rent, here commonly known as “ Huq kussoor.” 

28.—The Chnkdars, when not cultivating themselves, invariably realise in 
kind from the cultivators : actual rent rates, therefore, in contra-distinction to reve¬ 
nue rates cannot he said to exist here, the actual not rent of the “ Chukdai” 'being 
the bond fide profit lie realizes after payment of the Government revenue, defraying 
all expenses &c. It is (his net profit which is known here as “ Russoor.” In the rich 
1’ahseels of Shoojiilibad and Mooli an this “Kuscoor” is often equal to 50 per cent, of 
the Government revenue, and I have even known instances where a sum equal to the 
Government revenue, nr 1 00 per cent, on the Junta, has been refused iii lieu of the 
“■ Ktissoov,”—a striking proof of the moderation of the assessment. Where the Chuk- 
dar is notin actual possession of the well, his “ huq Kussoor” is generally 2 seers in 
themmim), or one-twentieth of the gross produce, equal to 25 per cent on the Government, 
revenue, calculated at one-fifth of the gross produce. 

og._The majority of the litigated cases, (and they have amouuted to 424 

since the commencement of-the Settlement,)have been on account of this “ Kussoor,” 
Tim most important of these are the claims of the Mooltanee Pmtans toKussoor;’’- 
but as all such had been decided and disposed of in the District Courts prior to the 
commencement of Settlement operations, it docs not appear to me r.cctsraiy lo adroit 
to them particularly in this report. A good many claims have also been brought for¬ 
ward by the Gurdezee Syutta and others to the original proprietary right of certain 
villages : these have been carefully investigated, and I Seer in the maurnl fixed as 
“ Malikaua,” or “ wajib Zemindaree,” where the claim Las been clearly proved,and the 
period of dispossession found not to exceed 12 years. 

_The investigation of the ,f Mufees,” and other rent free claims, had been 

conducted chiefly-in the District Office : the completion, however, of these investiga¬ 
tions, as also the preparation of English Statements for all claims recommended for 
release in perpetuity*, has fallen on this Department; this has been carefully caiiiod 
out, so that, I think, all cases of this description may now be considered as finally dis¬ 
posed of. 

gi._[ri the appointment of Dumberdurs care has been taken to uistuib exis¬ 

ting arrangements as little as possible ; wherever practicable, the former Luinbeidais 
have been confirmed in their appointments, but in several instances 1 have found it 
necessary to appoint others, the Lumberdars of the Summary Settlement having been 
found not onlv utterly incompetent, but without any real or ancestral claim to the 
post in question. Where the original proprietor of the estate also held wells or land 
as a Chukdar, he has generally been appointed Lumberdar; but where his only claim 
to the estate was the realization of “ Malikana” in the form of " wajib zamiudaree/’ 
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then soma one or more of the ml nwlgoostre (Chukdars) have been appointed. 

32. —The I\ it ware? establish meat has been thoroughly reorganized, and the 
marking off of Patwarees circles carefully done; the average pay of eacli Putwaree 
being about Rupees 100 or Rupees 8 per mensem. They will, I think, be found really 
efficient ; all having been carefully trained in this Department, and actively emploved 
from the commencement of Settlement operations in the preparation of the Settlement 
records. 

33. —-I ought perhaps to have mentioned ere this, that my proposed assess¬ 
ment does not include the amoant to be realized from lands separately leased for a 
term of years, under the rules formerly promulgated under the Board of Administra¬ 
tion. In several instances, indeed, I have found it necessary to revise these leases, and 
regularly assess, the lands, but all such have beon done with your special sanction; 
whilst with respect to the remainder, the leases will hold good for the several terms for 
which they have been respectively granted; enhancement having been imposed by me 
only in those cases, where the amount of land' in possession of the lessee has been, 
found to be considerably in excess of that stated in the lease. 


84,— Since the announcement of the assessment, 141 wells, and 5,250 acres of 
land, situated in the waste lands of the Government Jungles, have also been leased by 
myself, for tho term of Settlement, at a maximum assessment of Rupees 2,381. I h 3VQ 
found the people very anxious to repair old wells, or sink new, in the Government Jun¬ 
gles, provided they could obtain tho same on easy terms; and as several objections 
ha-ve been raised to the progressive rates hitherto in vogue hero, not so much on ac¬ 
count of their severity, as from tho fact of the enhancement year by year beiim i.mud 
to be very irksome, I have.in lieu adopted the following, which have given universal 
satisfaction : — 

Well /, 60 beegas, 2 years rent free, then R=. 11. 

Ditto, 100 beegas, 2 years' rent free,.then ID.. 20. 

(anal Lind*, 1 year rent froo; 1 year, 1 uunav per beegah, and then, 8 anna* 
per beegah, 


85.—T think I have now touched on nl!' the more important points connected 
wuli the settlement of this District. The inundation canals, and the arrangements pro¬ 
posed by me for their future management, have already formed the subject of a separate 
and detailed report: whilst with respect to the assessment of the barance lands, the “ Trin- 
nec,” “ Sujjee,” and other extra dues, all these matters have been fully discussed bv mu 
in-separate letters to your address, or that of the Financial Commissioner. AI! that 
n w remains to be done is the completion.of the khewuts See. iu tho three TahseeU 
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of Mooltun, STaojahad, and Lodran, and the preparation of the final English statis¬ 
tical Statements No. d, 3, i, 5, (3, and 7, to ensure which, the arrangements proposed 
were found amply sufficient. 

o j .—I will now, in conclusion, proceed to offer a few remarks on the future 
working of this settlement. It is now nearly twelve months since the revised assess¬ 
ment was announced : during Lite period, I have visited every portion of the District, 
and made diligent enquiries as to the nature of the settlement; the result is, that I can 
now confidently pronounce the assessment to be a really light one; every where the 
p^.quo app.ar contented and sati-fied, whilst the number of new wells that have been 
dug, tilt- large amount of “ lately abandoned” land brought under cultivation, and the 
return of nearly every former defaulter or absentee, to claim the laud which lie only a 
few years ago abandoned of his own accord, i«, I think, conclusive proof of the modera- 
ti >n of the settlement, and the beneficial results accruing .therefrom. 

o7.—Still, notwithstanding this, i cannot hold myself responsible for the 
fit tin e successful working of thin settlement, unless the following important poiuts be 
properly and efficiently provided for. 

1st.—The future canal arrangements :— these must be such as to provide a 
regular and early supply of water. 

Sndly.—The preparation of monthly lists of all deserted wells and uncleaned 
cut-, for the repair of which liberal tuceavee advances should be made. 

Srdly.—The granting of prompt remission in all cases coming' under the 
category noticed in paras. 1G to 19 of’ this report. 

4ih’.y.—The granting of suspension of demand in all cases of actual loss 
by dihmau, in lieu of the present system of collection first, and a refund afterwards, 
when the fact of diluvian has been verified by measurement. 

fitbly.—The future working of the canal system, which must be most care¬ 
fully watched, to prevert' a recurrence of what has hitherto taken place, or even the 
possibility of failure. 

Mooltan Settlement Office, ~\ I have the honor to he, 

Camp Mooitdn, >* Sir, 

1'hc of February 1859. J Your most obedient rervant. 

J. H. MO R El S, 

Settlement Officer. 
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NO. 23. 


To 


TflR OFFICIATING FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER, 

for the Punjab. 


Sis, 


DA TED LAHORE, CTff SEPTEMBER, 1860. 


lu reply to your letter No. 776 of 23rd Ultimo, I am directed to iuform yor 
that the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor sanctions the settlement 

Beventjc. 

of the Moolitan District for a term of ten years proposed by you. 


2. —The thanks of the Government are due to Mr. Morris for the ability and 
judgment with which the Settlement operations have been conducted, and for the com¬ 
plete report which he has furnished. 

3. — The acknowledgments of the Lieutenant Governor are also made tfl 
Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton, for bringing to a conclusion such parts of the Settlement 
as Mr. Morris’ departure left unfinished. 

4. —I am to request that the report be printed under your superintendence, 
together with your able and interesting summary. 

I have &£., 

E. H. DAVIES, 

Secretary to Government, 

Punjab. 























